
 

        
 
 

New Haven Film Fest  

&  

Human Rights Summit 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 

 
9:00-1:30 pm Gateway Community College  
20 Church Street, downtown New Haven  

Validated Paking in the Temple Street Garage   
Please hold on to your parking ticket!  

 
5:00-11:00 pm University of New Haven 

Bucknall Theater 
300 Boston Post Rd, West Haven, CT 06516 

Parking onsite  
 

CLICK HERE FOR TICKET INFO 
 

Shine the Light Project Website 
Visit the New Haven Film Fest Page under the Happenings section 

 
New Haven Film Fest Website 

Please note the NHIFF website is being updated.  
Please click on the November 14

th
 link on the schedule for detailed information.  

 
 
 

 
 
WELCOME & FILM SCREENING: 
NOT MY LIFE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING  
9:00 - 9:45 Gateway Community College  
 
Welcome from producer Dorina Leslie, founder of Shine the Light Project, Following the screening 
we’ll have a few words from Jim Ehrman, Executive Director of Love 146, North America  
 
 

http://parknewhaven.com/DETAILS.aspx?id=17&zoom=14
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-haven-international-film-festival-human-rights-summit-tickets-3174439835
http://dorinahealinghands.wix.com/shinethelightproject
http://ctfilmfest.com/newhaven/Schedule


 
 
Not My LifeTrailer 
 
Filmed on five continents, in a dozen countries, Not My Life takes viewers into a world where millions 
of children are exploited, every day, through an astonishing array of practices including forced labor, 
domestic servitude, begging, sex tourism, sexual violence, and child soldiering. Challenging though 
it may be, Not My Life's message is ultimately one of hope. Victims of slavery can be set free and go 
on to live happy and productive lives. Those who advocate for slavery victims are growing in 
numbers, and are increasingly effective. At this crossroads for the defining human rights issue of our 
time, Not My Life tells us, as the late Jonathan Mann said, "We can no longer flee, no longer hide, no 
longer separate ourselves." 
 
Panel Discussion -   
When we think of child sex trafficking we tend to think of children in other, more „primitive‟ countries. 
It is estimated, however, that there may be as many as 100,000 children currently enslaved in sex 
trafficking in America. This panel will discuss the global tragedy of child exploitation that has found 
its way to our own shores here in Connecticut. 
 
 
WORKSHOP: 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 101: What is human trafficking and what can I do to help stop it? 

10:00 – 11:30  

Gateway Community College  

What is human trafficking? Many people do not know that human trafficking aka modern day slavery 
exists - right here in Connecticut. Learn who is most at-risk for being trafficked and how traffickers 
prey on their victims, many of whom are runaways, children from lower income or the LGBQTI 
communities, and children in foster care. Learn about what you can do to become aware of the signs 
of human trafficking and how you can help prevent this crime from happening in your own 
neighborhood or school.  
 
Led by Tammy Sneed, Director of Gender Responsive Services, Dept. of Children & Family Services  
 
WORKSHOP: 
AN IDENTITY THEY CANNOT STEAL: Using Forensics and Biometrics to Solve Human 
Trafficking Crimes  
10:00 – 11:30 
Gateway Community College  

 
Victims of human trafficking are often stripped of their passports, identification, and ultimately, their 
identities. DNA is the one thing that remains with a victim, and for that reason and others, it can be a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWiZb8BgNog


powerful tool in combating human trafficking, according to forensic scientist Timothy Palmbach. 
Palmbach, Chairman of the Forensic Science Department at the University of New Haven, set out 
last year to test the use of DNA analysis in identifying victims, prosecuting traffickers and ultimately, 
developing a DNA database of victims and at-risk persons.  

Led by: Prof. Tim Palmbach, Chair of the Forensic Science Department and Executive Director of 
the Henry Lee Institute, University of New Haven 

 
FILM: FOOD CHAINS and PANEL DISCUSSION: 
SLAVERY ENDED IN 1865, RIGHT? A look at labor exploitation in the supply chains 
10:00 – 11:30  
Gateway Community College  
 

 
 
FOOD CHAINS TRAILER 
  
We‟ll begin with the powerful documentary, Food Chains, which highlights the injustices that have 
taken place in the tomato fields. After putting up with years of mistreatment, physical, verbal, and 
even sexual abuse, the Coalition of Immokalee Workers has implemented one of the most 
sustainable human rights programs of our time. This model is now being replicated in several other 
industries and countries, and it‟s expanding to the green pepper and strawberry markets, too. We‟ll 
have a lively panel discussion about the importance of FairTrade and the Fair Food Program.   

 
Moderator: Dorina Leslie, founder of Shine the Light Project  
 
Panelists:  
Rev. Pamela Lupfer, the Hudson River Presbytery;  
 
John Harrity, President, CT State Council of Machinists 
 
Aiyana Ehrman, Founder of Imagine Goods  

 
PANEL DISCUSSION: 
CONNECTICUT’S RESPONSE TO TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS: What happens to victims of 
human trafficking and who is there to help them? 

11:45 – 1:30  
Gateway Community College  
 
This panel discussion will focus on the Connecticut Response to Trafficking in Persons. Learn about 
the resources that have been developed to address this egregious Human RIghts Issue.These 
include the Project Rescue, STARFish Project, the International Institute, Love 146, the New Haven 
Police Department, and  The Underground 
 
Led by Barbara Moynihan, Founder of STARFish Now;  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqZLrXVAde4


 
Jim Ehrman, Executive Director, Love146;  
 
Leonela Cruz-Ahuatl, Program Manager Project Rescue  
 
Annmarie Boulay, Director of The Underground;  
 
Sargent Jacqueline Hoyte, New Haven Police Department  
 
THE LEGISLATIVE SIDE OF THE HUMAN TRAFFICKING ISSUES IN CONNECTICUT 
11:45 - 1:30pm 
Gateway Community College  
 
Human trafficking is the buying, selling and smuggling of people to profit from their forced labor or 
sexual servitude. While every state criminalizes at least some trafficking activity, lawmakers continue 
to explore new methods to combat traffickers and provide support for victims.Representatives from 
the senate have been working to pass more stringent laws in CT which will protect the victims, 
especially minors, and help bring justice to those who are involved in the crime of human trafficking. 
Sexually exploited youth are often arrested for prostitution and other trafficking-related offenses. In 
response, CT has joined forces with other states to pass a law, which will address youths as victims, 
rather than criminals.   
 
Moderator, Saundra Ramos, Love146 Task Force Member  
 
Panelists:  
 

Rep. Stephen Harding, representing the 107th District in the House of Representatives - 
Brookfield, Bethel, and Danbury 
 
Rep. Rosa Rebimbas, 70th General Assembly District, serving Naugatuck   

 
Krishna Patel, General Counsel and Director of Justice Initiatives, Grace Farms Foundation 
 
Jillian Gilchrest, Senior Policy Analyst, Permanent Commission on the Status of Women and Chair 
of the Trafficking in Persons Council 
 

 
 
FILM & PANEL DISCUSSION:  
GIRL RISING: A MOVEMENT TO EMPOWER GIRLS AROUND THE WORLD 

11:45 am – 1:30 pm 
Gateway Community College  
 
Girls are powerful. When girls are empowered, it benefits all of us. Investing in girls is key to 
reducing poverty. When they‟re educated, healthy, and safe, they have the ability to transform 
their communities. Featured speakers will talk about the economic and social benefits of 
investments in girls‟ education, access to sexual and reproductive health services/rights, gender 
equality, empowerment, and stopping of child marriage and slavery. 
 
Moderator: Grace Alvarez, United Nations Foundation Girl Up Representative;  
 
Panelists:  Daria Lombroso, Girl Rising Regional Ambassador  



 
Lissa Glasgo, Yale Global Affairs Graduate Student, Former Peace Corps Volunteer  
 
Siobhan Carter-David, Assistant Professor of Women’s Studies, Souhtern CT State University  
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Jeffrey Blom, Founder of the Global Sentry Group  
Real Solutions in the Fight Against Human Trafficking  
5:00 pm  
University of New Haven, Bucknall Theater  

 
Jeffrey S. Blom, founder and president, started Global Sentry Group for one purpose, to build an 
organization that will target those who oppress and enslave others through trafficking and sexual 
predation. 
 
With nine years of international anti-trafficking human trafficking experience, Jeff has dedicated his 
life, traveling the globe and seeking justice for the most vulnerable among humanity. He has more 
than 27 years in law enforcement, investigations, police training and security. He has personally 
conducted close to 500 undercover operations in 19 countries, and has interviewed over 30 
survivors of human trafficking. By targeting both the demand and supply side, Jeff Blom and his 
team at GSG provide real solutions to the real problem of human trafficking. 
 
VIP Reception at 6:00, followed by the screening of SOLD.  
 
FILM & PANEL DISCUSSION WITH MEET & GREET TO FOLLOW:  

7:00 pm start time  
University of New Haven, Bucknall Theater  
 

 
 
SOLD Trailer 
 

SOLD is the story of an extraordinary thirteen year-old girl named Lakshmi who lives in a poor 
village in the mountains of Nepal. When her stepfather accepts an advance for her to work as a 
domestic servant in Kolkata, India, Lakshmi becomes obliged to work off the debt, a common 
practice with human traffickers known as “debt bondage.” Lakshmi goes willingly, believing she 
will work as a domestic and hoping to earn enough money to buy her mother a tin roof. She is 
trafficked across the border to India by a city woman who tells Lakshmi to call her Auntie Bimla. 
 
Panel Discussion following SOLD 
 
Jeff Blom, Founder and President of the Global Sentry Group 
 
Tim Palmbach, Chair of the Forensic Science Department and Executive Director of the Henry Lee 
Institute, University of New Haven 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UruazVETP0w


 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 


